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Welcome to the Comet Chronicles,  

Fallsburg Jr./Sr. High School’s student newspaper. 
By the students, about the students, for the students!  

 
 

Comet Chronicles 

 Thank you to all of this year’s contributors to our publication. It 
is our intent to keep the focus of the Fallsburg Jr./Sr. High School stu-
dent newspaper on our students. We try to include all JSHS student 
events, academics as well as promote student involvement in the com-
munity. Some events we look forward to covering are our blood drives, 
SGA events, student spotlights, and the arts (plays, concerts, student 
artists). This issue welcomes back the poetry corner.  

 If you have an interest in publishing something in our school pa-
per, all are welcome to submit photos, articles, and items of interest to 
the Comet Chronicles. Please see a member of the Comet Chronicles 
team (listed below) who can give you more information. We can also 
give you more information about becoming part of our team or becom-
ing a contributor. We would love to have you on the team! 

 We would like to hear from you about what you would 
like to see in future editions of our paper! Thank you for sup-
porting the Fallsburg Jr./Sr. High School’s paper, the Comet 
Chronicles! 
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Amanda Zeno  Alexa Zuewsky 

Advisor - L. Moriarty       

Special Thanks to Larry  Schafman and Winnie Fortsch for 
letting us use some of their great photos!  

Comet Chronicles Team 

Front Cover Artist—  Amber Manor 

Back Cover Artist -   Haddy Gai 

 

Inside this issue 

About our paper  2 

Fallsburg SGA             3 

Hertz LaRuffa/Blood Dr.  4 

Pops Concert                    5-7 

Student Spotlight   8 

Cortland Field Trip  7 

Spotlight Interview  8 

Stone Soup   9    

Wicked Field Trip   10 

El Repertorio Espanol           11 

Poetry Corner           12-14 

Student Interview          15 

Scholarship Winners        16-19 

TSTT Annual Brunch 20 

Life Skills  21 

Ellis Island           22 

Photography Exhibit 23 

Cheryl Wills Assembly     24-25 

Shout Out/Ms. Lendzian  26 

OCIAA Championships      27 

Honor Society/SGA         28-29 

Shout Out/Amanda Zeno           30-31 

Team Photos            32-37 

Art Show             38-39 

R&F Field Trip  40 

Metropolitan Museum 41 

Drawing Exhibit   42 

Go Beyond Greatness 43 

Back Cover Art                    44 

Page 2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade Class of 2014  

President — Cecelia Norris-Yates 

Vice President — Keiona Oates-Hunter 

Secretary — Geovanna Pineda 

Treasurer — Emily Perna 

Representatives:  

Class Advisor — Mrs. Levner, Mrs. Mednick, 
Ms. Meyer 

8th Grade Class of 2015 

President — Josias Pierre 

Vice President — Genesis Zelaya 

Secretary — Isabella Frunzi 

Treasurer —  

Representatives: 

Johanna Garcia, Nick Colombo, Yadheir 
Tejeda 

Class Advisor —Mrs. Baum, Ms. Mejia 

9th Grade Class of 2016 

President —Tamia Caston Olive 

Vice President — Emily Collura 

Secretary — Jeimy Brizuela 

Treasurer — Ceci Mancia 

Representatives:  

Class Advisor —Mrs. Espinoza 

  

 

10th Grade Class of 2017 

President — Ennie Li 

Vice President — Alexa Zuewsky 

Secretary — Dolce McPherson 

Treasurer —  

Representatives: Yoselin Rodriguez Diaz, 
Fatoumatta Darboe, Rachel Pena,              

Zana Meyer Hady Gai 

Class Advisor — Mrs. Alzate 

11th Grade Class of 2018 

President — Amanda Zeno 

Vice President —  Dereck Williams 

Secretary —  Rebecca Patterson-DaCosta  

Treasurer — Faith Columbo 

Representatives: Shauna Bellacicco, Kiara 
Mims, Diomar Tejeda, Jose Rodriguez Diaz, 
Ethan Mednick, Kimberly Mahler, Jazmine 

Williams, Angelique Murcia 

Class Advisor — Mrs. Rogg 

12th Grade Class of 2019 

President — Samantha Perna 

Vice President — Kassie Zuewsky 

Secretary —  

Treasurer — Hayley Weiner 

Representatives: Shaina Hurwitz 

Class Advisors —  Mrs. Meyer,    
Mrs. Urban 

SGA Representatives 2018-2019  

SGA Executive Officers:  

Advisors:  Elisa Baum, Isabel Mejia 

        President: Tulsi Patel   

Vice President: Sadia AboHussien 

Secretary; Hayley Weiner 

Treasurer:  Edita Lulanaj 
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Congratulations! 

 

Hertz-

LaRuffa 
 

Award  

Recipients of Hertz-LaRuffa Awards for achievement with the Senior 
Band.   

  

Students working to help our community... 
Special thanks to all those who volunteered to help during the blood drive: Sadia 
AboHussien, Tamia Caston, Brando Castro, Faith Colombo Tulsi Patel, Rebecca Pat-
terson DaCosta, Angelica Rodriguez, Matthew Volmer, and Amanda Zeno 
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POPS Concert 
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POPS Concert 
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POPS CONCERT 
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STUDENT  

INTERVIEW 
With Mr. Smith 

- Mr. Smith - 
 Mr. Smith lives in Neversink, N.Y.,  and some of his hobbies include tabletop gaming, weight lift-

ing, and football. He enjoys cooking with his wife and trying new recipes and exotic foods. He has 

taught in Liberty, Livingston Manor, Monticello, Middletown, and Bainbridge before settling in in Falls-

burg for the past several years. Mr. Smith says that Fallsburg is a wonderfully diverse school and the 

staff were “super kind and very welcoming to everyone who comes to Fallsburg.” He thinks it is a good 

thing that people understand why we should learn other languages. Mr. Smith has served in the military 

for 6 ½ years. He is in charge of logistics training of 1,000 engineers. He co- managers in the military. 

He plans on being in the military for at least 20 years and he says he doesn't plan on leaving Fallsburg 

anytime soon. As a student in Fallsburg, I feel that Mr. Smith is a very well-liked teacher by students 

and also staff. There are times during the day when students just pop into his class to say hi, or just 

to have a conversation. He is that easy to talk to. During his lunch he welcomes many kids to eat and 

talk in his classroom. He talks with students who are upset or just need someone to 

talk with. Mr. Smith is the kind of teacher who wants better for all of his students and 

wants to help the students do better for themselves. I think that Mr. Smith is a great 

teacher who goes above and beyond for the students in Fallsburg! 

                      

    By Comet Chronicles Reporter,  
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Recently, Mrs. Larsen’s Life Skills Class applied for and received a 
Sullivan Renaissance Healthy Community Initiative Grant in the 
amount of $400 for a garden project.  The students will create sev-
eral raised bed vegetable gardens on the Fallsburg CSD grounds. 

Additionally, students will grow ornamentals along the edge of the garden to enhance 
the visual appeal. Students will create pallet artwork as background and trellises for 
climbing plants. 

The food grown in the garden will be used in Wellness events and in recipes 
that will be sold in the cafe that the students currently run as part of the class curricu-
lum; the Stone Soup Cafe. The vegetables in particular, will be used in Stone Soup, a 
delicious vegetable soup that is the cornerstone recipe of the café! Our Stone Soup 
recipe and Cafe is inspired by the classic folk tale that teaches people that sharing 
what you have creates community and that strangers can become friends over a 
shared meal.  
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Sullivan Renaissance Grants Project Coordinator Colleen Emery on the left 
and Fallsburg Life Skills Class Teacher Karen Larson on the right.  

STONE SOUP! 



 

 

WICKED 

FIELD TRIP! 

Students in the 
Drama Club got a 
chance to go on 
a field trip and 
see a play in the 
Big Apple!  They 

loved seeing 
WICKED, and 
also took some 
time to enjoy 

themselves while 
on the streets 
of New York 

City! 
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                     Field Trip!  El Repertorio Español  

Lucky students take a field trip to El Repertorio Español 

María Alas, Alexandra Caballero, Yeimín Flores, Carla Fuentes, Elmin Granados, Karen Melara, Carlos Adrián Molina, 
Madelin Morán, Génesis Osorio, Areli Pérez, Xiverliz Ponte, José Reyes, Maritza Rivas, José Alexander Rodríguez, 

Yoselin Rodríguez, and Enrique Velásquez 
Page 11 



 

 

The Poets’ Corner 

At the Ocean   
by Lila “Taz” Dedrick  

 

The boats are large  

I spotted a barge 

Watching a shark 

A dog starts to bark 

Lifeguard on shore  

My mother is a bore  

Engines sputter  

Like rain in a gutter 

Sandy beach 

Room for each 

People in swimsuits 

Large disputes 

People have learned that without sunscreen 

That they will get burned 

A white large seagull 

Someone’s boating license is illegal 

Lots of sunscreen  

No need to be mean  

Many seashells  

The ocean smells 

Big white waves 

 A lifeguard saves 

Many little kids 

All of them wearing skids 

Large fast fish  

Making a tasty dish  

Sailors are wishing  

People are fishing  

Someone drove their car into the ocean  

It was done by a crazy person from Goshen. 

Basketball   
by Mark RodriguezTellez 

 

The gym was loud and bright 

Tonight’s game gave me a big fright 

A fright that I had like no other night 

But I know we had to put up a fight 

We walked on the hardwood floor 

Jumpball started and the tall boy hit 

the ball to the door 

I walked out of bounds to inbound the 

ball 

Passed the ball to my teammate and 

clap went the ball 

He passed it back to me and I 

pulled it back and shot it like a gun  

The last shot ended the same way 

and that’s how the game was won 

Swish! 

The Static Age   
by Alexa Zuewsky 

 

This is the static age, 

Filled with rage, and pseudo populist agendas.  

Kids are dying, politicians are lying, 

America has lost her way. 

I am waiting for the lost music to sound again. 

Where peace outweighs war, 

And the truth makes amends. 
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Football   
by Peter Lutman 

 

 
Some people would say that football is just a game 

Others say life and football are the same 

That it’s more than just making a call 

And throwing a funny looking, weird-shaped ball 

Some say it’s intensity and passion above all else 

But I say it’s the fire in himself 

It doesn’t matter if it rains or snows 

They will be out there 

Because football is all they know 

So if you ask them, “Is football just a game?” 

They will answer that quick and 

Without any shame! 

Summer Days   
by Lila “Taz” Dedrick  

Pick’in a dandelion  
Feel’in like im fly’in 

Nice summer breeze  
Sway’in with the trees  

Swim’in in a lake  
A cookie I take 

A long night  
Bright moon light  
Sleep’in in a tent  
My humor is bent  

Hang’in with friends 
The day never ends  

play'in outside  
In a house I won't confide 

Long summer days  
Fun in many ways 

Foxes in a hole  
BBQ and coal 

Long roadtrips 
Lemonade stand tips 

Fast car  
Smoothie bar 

Quading in the mud  
Riding with a bud-  

those memorable summer days 
* 

My Sacred Nation 
by Alexa Zuewsky 

 

I live in the sacred nation 

With yellow skies and blue suns 

Sitting in satin grass, where the 

rainbow river runs. 

In this land the love you give, is 

the loved you’ll be. 

Unified as a generation, a people, 

who dare to dream 

This is the holy nation. 

The i-magi-nation. 



 

 

The Poets’ Corner 

Trains 
by Daniel Milov 

 
Do you have the brain 

To think of a train? 

Custom modeling is a skill 

that puts you on track. 

Let your train move forward, 

And your steam move back. 

I know you’re in a rush,  

And you’re sweating from your work. 

But be sure to clean up your brush. 

Sometimes it’s painful, 

Like when you are waxing your legs. 

But if you know what you’re doing, 

It’s nice and relaxing. 

You can use kits from a batch. 

Or you can make it right from scratch. 

But if you have something in mind,  

Be sure to pick up your tools, 

And make your train soar down the line. 
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 

 

 

-  -  
  is a musically talented, driven, and hardworking student who deserves 

to be recognized before he graduates.  as everyone calls him, is so very musically talent-

ed. He started playing the piano about four years ago and learned how by watching a few 

YouTube videos and going by the sounds of what he heard. But the piano is not his only talent. 

He is also a gifted singer!  recently joined the schools chorus for the first time in his 

high school career.  He said he hasn’t always been the best singer and he’s been working real-

ly hard over the past year to get his voice to where it is today. From someone who has heard 

him sing, he is absolutely amazing! In addition to all of this,  is a recipient of the Hertz-

LaRuffa Award for achievement with the Senior Band. Congratulations  In the next year 

or so,  hopes to continue on his musical path and attend SUNY Orange once he graduates. 

His plans for the future are to work in the medical field. Anyone who knows 

 knows that he is a kind, talented, and all-around great person. We know 

that he will continue to do great things in life! 
     By Comet Chronicles Reporter,
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Congratulations to all the Scholarship recipients! 
 

Community Scholarship Winners - Jahaira Cordero, John Lerario, Kayle Parisi, Dawn 
Ruhren, and Hayley Weiner 

 

Esthyr Mintz Flanagan Scholarship - Tywaun White Fields 

Candy Gold Scholarship - Shawn Leszczynski 
 

Edward Bryant Scholarship - Jasmine Johnson 

Milton Brizel Scholarship - Jennifer Chavez 

Blossom Cohen Scholarship - Mickenna Meyer 

Page 16 



 

 

Samuel Beytin - Fallsburg Central School Community Scholarship Fund Dinner 
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Samuel Beytin - Fallsburg Central School Community Scholarship Fund Dinner 
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Fallsburg Students and Graduates honored at  

TSTT Annual Brunch 
 

Fallsburg Jr/Sr High School has been actively involved in Today’s Students, Tomorrow’s 

Teachers (TSTT) for over ten years.  Four of the graduates of this program that encourages young 

people to go into teaching and possibly come back to teach at their own high school are proud to 

have been hired in the FCSD over the past three years.  At the Awards Brunch for the Mid-Hudson 

Valley Region on May 9, 2019 one of these graduates, English as a New Language Teacher Ms. Isa-

bel Mejia, spoke about TSTT helping her to fulfill the dream of teaching seventh grade at her alma 

mater. 

 During the ceremonies, TSTT honored two seniors from Fallsburg, Jessica Martinez 

Cadena and Wendy Campos Barrera.  On hand to celebrate these and the other students in the pro-

gram were Superintendent Dr. Ivan Katz and Assistant Superintendent Dr. Matthew Evans, who 

helped bring TSTT to the District.   To accompany and support the seventeen Fallsburg students 

were their advisors Ms. Colleen Keaveney and Ms. Ruth Meaker. The TSTT Mid-Hudson Valley Re-

gion Program Managers Mary and Barry Greynolds organized this third annual recognition brunch. 

Page 20 



 

 

 

Students in Mrs. Larsen’s Life Skills Class were involved in many projects this year. They have been busy creating, mar-
keting and selling holiday crafts, including no-sew colorful scarves, they’ve painted wooden items made out of salvaged 
pallets, and baked dog biscuits for family pets - definitely a favorite! During the holidays, they brought their wares to the 
Craft Fair at the Mountaindale Fire House. 
The students created a radio jingle advertising their products that was “broadcast” over the school announcement sys-
tem; they made fliers extolling their products and they put out the word that they were happy to create personalized 

items in choice of colors for holiday gifts.  Several staff members became satisfied customers. The experience of 
design, creation, production and marketing summoned up student mathematical, artistic, verbal, and written 
skills.   Page 21 
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 FCSD Parents and Students  

Visit Ellis Island! 

 
On Saturday morning April 27, 2019, approximately forty parents and students from Falls-

burg Central School District (FCSD) Kindergarten through 12
th
 grade boarded a Rolling V Tour 

Bus at 8 AM and headed to Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty.  Dr. Aleta Lymon, Family & 
Community Liaison for FCSD My Brother’s Keeper Program (MBK) arranged the trip for students 
and families engaged in the program.   

It was an exciting excursion for the families to visit the Statue of Liberty in all its grandeur 
and history.  At Ellis Island they were able to see the building where hundreds of thousands of 
immigrants first set foot in America.   

Each person gets to experience what so many foreigners felt as they began their journey 
to American citizenship.  Amongst the Fallsburg group were several Hispanic families that had 
arrived not so long ago from Central and South America.  Because immigration is such a promi-
nent issue in today’s United States, this trip provided a new perspective on the importance of 
how immigration has worked in the past and the lessons to be learned.   

“There are very few opportunities for parents and their children to engage in educational 
field trips together. Usually the parent signs a permission slip for their child to be chaperoned by 
someone that they barely know,” said Dr. Lymon.  “Providing educational field trip opportunities 
for families continues the bonding of parent-to-child and child-to-parent.  The purpose of the trip 
was to engage parents in their child’s learning in a different environment.”   
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Photography by Natalie Pazona 
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Television Journalist Cheryl Wills Shares Her Story 

Ms.Cheryl Wills, invited by Fallsburg Central School District’s Liaison for Family & Community Engagement Dr. Ale-

ta Lymon, spoke before assemblies of sixth through twelfth grade students in the high school auditorium.  Ms.  

Wills is a nationally recognized award-winning television personality for Spectrum News’ flagship national news net-

work, New York 1 News.  As soon as Ms. Wills spoke, she held the full attention of the students. The journalist em-

phasized the power of imagination as she said to the young people, “You can create any world you want!  I went in-

side, and I saw myself as a journalist.  The world respects someone who can see themselves in a different place, a 

profession.  Get there in your mind first!” Ms. Wills thanked Fallsburg for welcoming her. Her hope is that students 

will find new meaning in social studies and its importance in their lives and will embrace it just as she did. 
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Television Journalist Cheryl Wills Shares Her Story 

Students got to participate, ask questions, and were very involved with Ms. Wells message. 

Students also asked for pics with Ms. Wells who graciously posed with many students.  

Page 25 



 

 

FCSD Athletic Director Suzanne Lendzian  

Earns CAA Recognition 

  The National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association (NIAAA) is 

pleased to announce that Suzanne M. Lendzian, Director of Physical Education & Athletics 

at Fallsburg Central School District, has been recognized by this association as a Certified 

Athletic Administrator. Suzanne is one of an elite group of interscholastic athletic admin-

istrators nationwide to attain this level of professionalism. 

  To earn this distinction, Suzanne has demonstrated the highest level of knowledge 

and expertise in the field of interscholastic athletic administration. The voluntary certifi-

cation process included a thorough evaluation of the candidate's educational background, 

experience and professional contributions, as well as a rigorous, comprehensive written ex-

amination.   

Students and staff congratulate Ms. Lendzian for achieving this recognition from 

her peers in the NIAAA.  Her dedication to her work in the District and to her profession 

is admirable.   
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OCIAA Championship  

at SCCC 
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Induction into Honor Society and SGA Installation   

On May 23, 2019, friends and family gathered for the installation of all Student Government Associa-

tion (SGA) officers for the school year 2019-2020 and the induction of new members to the National 

Junior High School (NJHS) and High School Honor Societies (NHS). Parents were there to show sup-

port and to celebrate their children’s educational achievements. National Honor Society Advisor Pen-

ny Esposito came to the podium on behalf of herself and Co-Advisor Kasey Conrow. In the ceremony 

that followed candles were lighted representing the four pillars of scholarship, service, leadership 

and character. At the end of the evening, everyone moved to the school cafeteria to enjoy sand-

wiches and a delicious dessert.                                                                                 Page 28 



 

 

These students have been accepted into the Comet Chapter of the National Honor Society: Chloe Barber, 

Shauna Bellacicco, Genesis Campos Reyes, Fatoumatta Darboe, Cindy Granados, Cody Harvey, Ashley Hernandez 

Avelar, Ennie Li, Helen Mancia, Gianna Matthews, Daniel Milov, Dolce McPherson, Madelin Moran, Navaeh Valree, 

Gabby Pantel, David Parsons, Om Patel, Rachel Pena, Jamie Rein, and Janelly Santos Lopez. 
 

Outgoing Chief Justice of the SGA, Ethan Mednick swore in the new SGA Chief Justice Kimberly Mahler so she 

could administer the Oath of Office to the new SGA Executive Council. President Tulsi Patel was re-elected, 

Sadia Abohussien is Vice President, Emily Collura is Treasurer, and Tamia Caston is Secretary. 
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Induction into Honor Society and SGA Installation   



 

 

Congratulations Amanda!  

Family, friends, and staff turn out to support our athletes!  

Amanda  has hit the 1,000 points mark. She is the second female play-

er in FCSD school history and the second player in the last three years to 

achieve this milestone. Congratulations Amanda. 
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Congratulations Amanda!  
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2018-19 JV Basketball Cheerleaders 
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2018-19 Modified Girls Basketball 



 

 

SCHOOL  
SPIRIT! 
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2018-19 Modified Boys Basketball 

2018-19 Modified Boys Indoor Track 
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2018-19 Modified Girls Track 

2018-19 Modified  Wrestling 



 

 

SCHOOL  
SPIRIT! 
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2018-19 Varsity Boys Indoor Track 

2018-19 Varsity Boys Basketball 
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2018-19 Varsity Girls Indoor Track 

2018-19 JV Boys Basketball  



 

 

SCHOOL  
SPIRIT! 
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2018-19 Ski Team 

2018-19 JV Girls Basketball 



 

 

Sullivan County High School Art Show 

Fallsburg students received 6 awards at the  

Sullivan County High School Art Show!  

Congratulations to Dawn Ruhren who won four ribbons:  2nd place for black and white pho-

tography, student choice for color photography, student choice for mixed media, and 1st 

place for painting!   

Congratulations to Jasmine Johnson won 1st place for color drawing.  

Congratulations to Amber Manor won student choice for black and white drawing!   

Congratulations to each of you and to all of the students who participated in the 

show. You are all very talented!   Page 38 



 

 

Sullivan County High School Art Show 
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Art Department Workshop With Students 
The art department took students to a painting and encaustics 

(pigments mixed with wax) workshop at R&F in Kingston, N.Y. They 

spent the entire day doing hands-on activities and learning all about 

mixing wax with pigment.   

Students display their work after a full day 
at the workshop. The art students that par-
ticipated were Ava Anderman, Emily Bas-
sett, Genesis Campos, Nayeli Chacon, Cindy 
Granados, Ashley Hernandez Avelar, Jas-
mine Johnson, Rebecca Patterson-DaCosta, 
Natalie Pazona, Dawn Ruhren, Madison 

Shene, and Dereck Williams. 
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Meet Me at the Met! 
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Amazing Artists! 
Student work from Ms. Magnetico’s Drawing Class 

Artist -  Betim Selimaj 
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Artist - Emily Collura 

Artist - Angie Delgado 

Artist - Emily Hannold 

Artist - JonCarlos Reyes 

Artist - Nancy Ortiz Moralez 

Artist - Nabia Shahjahan 
Artist - Odelmis Pavon Garcia Artist - Samiya Ramos 



 

 

GO BEYOND GREATNESS! 

The My Brother’s Keeper Program (MBK) has been involved with an exciting opportunity for eleventh and 
twelfth grade students at Fallsburg High School since last fall.  On March 29, 2019, High School Principal Dalila Serra-
no introduced the spokesperson for Go Beyond Greatness (GBG) Ms. Ashley Knox.  

Ms. Knox advocates for her program with great conviction.  Juniors and seniors that enroll will learn how to take 
control of their life, build their own brand and develop skills in their specialized field.  GBG teaches the participants to 
embrace their own greatness that exists in all of us.  Those that join the program will learn about these opportunities 
and what it’s like to work in these fields with employers that support GBG. 

Several MBK Students in the existing GBG program praised Ms. Knox as a teacher.  They learned valuable 
lessons during different field trips to national and international businesses in New York City.  Junior Derryck Payton is 
interested in computer technology, and he learned a lot about this career from the class presentations and field trips.  
Jason Rivas and Omar Gai benefitted from visiting technology companies. They enjoy meeting with GBG students from 
neighboring high schools.  As a group these young people are glad to be prepared for college by the Program.  

 

Front row left to right:  

 

 

MBK Director 

Dr. Aleta Lymon. 
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